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So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
f

SUNDRY MESSAGES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Sundry messages, in writing from the
President of the United States were
communicated to the House by Ms.
Wanda Evans, one of his secretaries.

f

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
IRAQ—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 107–111)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RYAN of Wisconsin) laid before the
House the following message from the
President of the United States; which
was read and, together with the accom-
panying papers, without objection, re-
ferred to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations and ordered to be
printed:
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides

for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iraqi emergency is to
continue in effect beyond August 2,
2001, to the Federal Register for publi-
cation.

The crisis between the United States
and Iraq that led to the declaration on
August 2, 1990, of a national emergency
has not been resolved. The Government
of Iraq continues to engage in activi-
ties inimical to stability in the Middle
East and hostile to United States in-
terests in the region. Such Iraqi ac-
tions pose a continuing, unusual, and
extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
maintain in force the broad authorities
necessary to apply economic pressure
on the Government of Iraq.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 31, 2001.

f

PERIODIC REPORT ON NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
IRAQ—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 107–110)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and ordered
to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit here-
with a 6-month report on the national
emergency with respect to Iraq that
was declared in Executive Order 12722
of August 2, 1990.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 31, 2001.

f

VETERANS BENEFITS ACT OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 2540) to amend
title 38, United States Code, to make
various improvements to veterans ben-
efits programs under laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2540

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Veterans Benefits Act of 2001’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States

Code.
TITLE I—ANNUAL COST-OF-LIVING AD-

JUSTMENT IN COMPENSATION AND DIC
RATES

Sec. 101. Increase in rates of disability com-
pensation and dependency and
indemnity compensation.

Sec. 102. Publication of adjusted rates.
TITLE II—COMPENSATION PROVISIONS

Sec. 201. Presumption that diabetes mellitus
(type 2) is service-connected.

Sec. 202. Inclusion of illnesses that cannot
be clearly defined in presump-
tion of service connection for
Gulf War veterans.

Sec. 203. Preservation of service connection
for undiagnosed illnesses to
provide for participation in re-
search projects by Gulf War
veterans.

Sec. 204. Presumptive period for
undiagnosed illnesses program
providing compensation for vet-
erans of Persian Gulf War who
have certain illnesses.

TITLE III—ADMINISTRATION OF UNITED
STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VET-
ERANS CLAIMS

Sec. 301. Registration fees.
Sec. 302. Administrative authorities.

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS
Sec. 401. Payment of insurance proceeds to

an alternate beneficiary when
first beneficiary cannot be iden-
tified.

Sec. 402. Extension of copayment require-
ment for outpatient prescrip-
tion medications.

Sec. 403. Department of Veterans Affairs
Health Services Improvement
Fund made subject to appro-
priations.

Sec. 404. Native American veteran housing
loan pilot program.

Sec. 405. Modification of loan assumption
notice requirement.

Sec. 406. Elimination of requirement for pro-
viding a copy of notice of ap-
peal to the Secretary.

Sec. 407. Pilot program for expansion of toll-
free telephone access to vet-
erans service representatives.

Sec. 408. Technical and clerical amend-
ments.

Sec. 409. Codification of recurring provisions
in annual Department of Vet-
erans Affairs appropriations
Acts.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED
STATES CODE.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of title 38,
United States Code.

TITLE I—ANNUAL COST-OF-LIVING AD-
JUSTMENT IN COMPENSATION AND DIC
RATES

SEC. 101. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY
COMPENSATION AND DEPENDENCY
AND INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall, effective on December
1, 2001, increase the dollar amounts in effect
for the payment of disability compensation
and dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion by the Secretary, as specified in sub-
section (b).

(b) AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to sub-
section (a) are the following:
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